Standing for Something: Latter Day Saint Lawyering In Times Of Difficulties 

Kitione Vuataki LLB(Vic.NZ)

Becoming A Latter Day Saint Lawyer
1. It was while studying at the University of the South Pacific in 1976 that I took up a weekly scripture study under the tutelage of a Gospel Church adherent working for the Fiji Bible Society in Fiji. It was during one of these studies that I came across a very interesting conversation between the Lord Jesus Christ and one Nicodemus, a member of the Sanhedrin and ruler of the Jews.

2. Jesus had told him, 'Except a man be born again, he cannot see the Kingdom of God." Nicodemus said to him, "How can a man be born again when he is old? Can he enter his mother's womb and be born?" Jesus answered, "Except a man be born of water and of the spirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God."

3. I than reasoned to myself, 'if that is true none of my ancestors who had no opportunity to hear the Gospel of Jesus Christ and be born again of water and of the spirit would have entered the Kingdom of heaven. The only option left in my understanding of Christianity at the time was that they would perish in hell. I did not want any part of a Gospel that gave no opportunity to my ancestors, some of whom had been involved in wars and cannibalism.

4. This was even so when the Lord appeared to me in a vision in 1978 in my first year of the study of law at Victoria University in Wellington, New Zealand. I had left my late pregnant wife in Fiji to go and study law in New Zealand. When she gave birth, I had been determined to leave the study of law and return to Fiji to look after my late wife and child.

5. The Lord said to me, "I want you to help the Fijian people." I replied, "Look at them, they are physically strong. They can look after themselves." I refused and walked away. Later, he spoke to me again, "You cannot deny them." I said, "Yes, but I am not going to heaven. I will go to my ancestors in hell”. So I agreed to help the Fijian people.
6. It was in 1979 on my holiday in Fiji and working at the Director of Public Prosecutions in Suva that my late elder sister Susana rang me and said, "Can I send missionaries to you?" I was staying at a Church of England hostel at the time, my late wife and daughter being in New Zealand. Two missionaries came and left me a golden covered book called the Book of Mormon.

7. I felt a familiar Spirit when I read the book and accepted it as a companion to my copy of the Bible. One day, while studying at home in Wellington in 1980, two missionaries of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saint knocked on my door. I welcomed them in and showed them the Book of Mormon that I had.

8. It was on the doctrine of the baptism of the dead that my interest perked up. However, I needed safety in the scriptures in learning this new doctrine. Such safety was provided by Paul in his first letter to the Corinthians. The missionaries pointed out to me I Corinthians 15:29 where Paul in discussing the resurrection of the dead asked this poignant question, "Else what shall they do which are baptized for the dead, if the dead rise not at all? Why are they then baptized for the dead?" It was clear to me that baptism of the dead had been practiced amongst Jews and this was known to Paul, but was not practiced by those who had brought the Gospel into Fiji in the 1830's when our people started to convert from cannibalism to Christianity.

9. I was baptized a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints on the 22nd day of June 1980. Heaven was now a place I could go to. My late wife and child joined me in Wellington in 1979 and my soul was at peace. There were not many native Fijians studying or practicing law in the late 1970's when I went to study law. It was therefore with pride that I received a Fiji Government scholarship to study law. I did not take off my garland of beautifully scented flowers on the five hour trip from Luvuluvu Airport in Suva, Fiji until I arrived in my room in Wellington New Zealand.

10. When my late wife and child arrived in 1979 I went to a park close to Victoria University and asked Heavenly Father in the name of Jesus Christ that He give me not money but give me work according to His words to Adam that he eat out of the sweat of his brow. My late wife was also a student and I needed the extra money. On returning from this request, a fellow Fijian asked me where I had been. In reply I told him that I had been to the park to pray for a part-time job. He told me that he would fix a job for me.

11. This friend called me that I was to start work on the following Monday at 5.00pm. That suited me fine as my lectures would be finished by then. He did not tell me what the work was about. However, I was told where I would meet my employer. On arriving at the appointed place on Willis Street, my employer pointed out a Tongan woman named Ana as my supervisor. As Ana approached I saw that she was holding a bucket. At the top rim of the bucket was a white round plastic that looked like the handle of a toilet brush. "You clean out the toilets in this building," said Ana, pointing to what looked like a five storey building we were standing in front of, "and clean out the steps and in front of the lifts."

12. If it was a movie, it would probably go slow motion and cut back to the time I was sitting at the head of the table at my farewell dinner in Fiji with my scented multi flowered garland around my neck. Me, the pride of my family, the envy of friends and the telltale pride of my mother, to clean toilets! What would those who knew me in Fiji say if they heard I was cleaning toilets in New Zealand? The principle upon which I was to act came clearly to me, "it does not matter where you serve, but how you serve." I determined there and than that I would become the best toilet cleaner in the Company. My determination paid off. I cleaned those toilets as I would clean a chapel. And I learnt to pray to my Father in heaven in these hours of cleaning that building. I was given an extra building to clean and my employer told my supervisor that I was the best cleaner in the Company.

13. My pride was tested another day while I was going to work. Wellington is a hilly place. Willis Street, where I worked, was at the bottom of the hill. The next road up was the Terrace and on top of that, further up, was the University. Just as I came to the Terrace, the Lord spoke to me, "Choose what car you will”. The first car I saw was a silver Commodore going past. I said to myself, "If I choose that, pride would get me and I would eat grass like King Nebuchadnezzar." Then a student car went past. It was what we called 'bombs', rackety, hand-me-down cars that could fall apart at any time. I said to myself, "If I choose that, I may not respect it and get into trouble for not respecting a gift from the Lord."

14. I told myself, "I must choose something in the middle." I went past the Terrace onto an adjoining road that led to some steps down into Willis Street. It was there that I saw a car parked beside the road that fitted my description of 'something in the middle'. I pointed at the car and said, “There Lord, I want that car." Having made my choice, I forgot about it.

15. One day, while coming back from lectures, the Spirit said to me, "Go to the Post Office, you have some money there." I went to the Post Office and there was indeed some money as delayed stipend from the Fiji Government. On returning to lectures from home I decided not to go back to the University the same way I had come but follow the other side of the crescent of St. Michael's Crescent where I lived.

16. New Zealand was named Aotearoa or 'Land of the Long White Clouds' by the Maoris who had first settled there before British settlement. A slight drizzle had fallen and the sun managed to peep through the gap in the clouds left vacant by the fallen rain. The shaft of sunlight that came down hit a red car parked on the side of the road. The refracted rays from the rear windshield drew my attention to the car. I saw a 'For Sale' sign on the windshield.

17. We needed a car to take our daughter to a 'Creche' as New Zealanders called it or 'kindergarten' as we would call it in Fiji. The money I received from my stipend was just enough to buy the vehicle and pay for its registration. The car was a Skoda, a European made car with its engine in the back. On my way to work I looked for the car parked on the side of the road before the steps to Willis Street. One day I saw it again and my heart skipped a beat when I saw that the car was a Skoda. The only difference was that the car I had bought was the latest model.

18. That was not to be the end of the test. Not only was English my third language, I was learning the law of another country and my brain had a tendency to either reject irrelevant material or refuse to absorb it fully. It was as one of my Fijian friends said to me, 'like Alice in wonderland'. Despite these negative problems, I was doing better than all the Fijian students studying law at Victoria University.

19. In my third year, I ditched my jeans and T-shirt attire and begun to dress better in preparation for graduation in my fifth year and going back to Fiji as a lawyer. I therefore studied hard in my third year and was more than confident that I would pass all my subjects that year. However, when I went to see my results, I saw that I had failed three subjects and passed only one. I told myself, "This cannot be true." Then peace came within me opening like a rose within my bosom till it filled my whole body. Then I knew that it was the Lord. I was humbled and I finally learnt my lesson that the Lord was the source of my all including my study.

To Scripture Study

20. A background in scripture study must have also been necessary in my preparation to become a lawyer because a Brother Scott Butters from Wellington West Ward that I attended asked if I could come and work for them in "cleaning the Institute". I did not know what "the Institute" was, but said, "No thanks, I already have a job and if you want me you had better go and pray some more." I was surprised when he came back and said that he had prayed about it and my name kept coming to him. So I left my toilet cleaning job and started my part-time work cleaning the Institute of Religion building. There was a picture of Jesus Christ at the reception area but I made no comment on it.

21. It was only after I noticed some University students coming to the Institute in the evenings that I asked one of them what they were there for. He told me that it was for scripture study. Quickly, I went and asked Brother Butters if I could enroll. He readily agreed and I started attending the courses offered at the Institute.

22. Being always in the premises in the evenings I soon became a substitute teacher when any teacher for one course or another could not attend to teach his or her class. I also became sort of an impromptu counselor to any student who sought my ad hoc advice since I was always around there in the evenings when they came for their classes. Once I learnt how important this impromptu function was, that while preparing for my Company Law exam, I was taken out of my schedule in attending to a deep seated crises of one of the students. Finally the matter was resolved, and I went back to my studies to find out that there was no way I could complete my preparations for the exam.

23. So I bowed my head and told Heavenly Father that I had carefully scheduled my studies and would have been ready to go to the exam if I had not been derailed to attend to one of His children's problems. I had previous exam papers with me and the Holy Spirit pointed out one of them to me and said that the first question on that paper would be the first question in my exam paper. I telephoned one of my friends who was also preparing for the same exam.
24. Of course we both had big smiles on our faces after the exam because that question was in fact the first question in the exam paper. I learnt a very important lesson, never to forget heavenly Father's children in their personal non legal problems if one was to be brought to me by the Holy Spirit, while I had pressing legal matters to attend to. It was therefore with great pleasure that I graduated from Institute studies as well as University Studies in attaining my Bachelor of Laws in 1985. My scripture study had balanced my secular one and helped my vision in serving my people.

       Setting The Vision

25 One day while in my room at home, I had a vision of the sky above some hills in Fiji. A lot of spirits were gathered, and they wanted bloodshed in the country. Above them, was a pillar of clouds and a voice spoke from within the clouds saying, "Wait, till I see my people." Then I sensed the presence of someone before me but I did not see anyone. The Holy Spirit than spoke to me; "Promise to the Lord that you will be on His side." I knew that it had to do with these spirits that wanted to shed blood in Fiji. So I promised. My promise to help my people was therefore extended to helping prevent bloodshed in my country.

26 It was in early 1986, after being admitted into the New Zealand bar that the Holy Spirit told me to go to Fiji. I did.

      
First Coup

27 I joined the Native Land Trust Board as a legal officer. The Board administered native land which made up about eighty percent (80%) of total dry land area in Fiji. It was on the 13th of May 1987 that the whole nation was surprised to see the newspaper headlines and hear local radio broadcast that the native landowners in the mining town of Tavua were blocking the King's highway in protest against political leadership passing away from a Fijian dominated political party to an Indian dominated one.

28 The local chief and his supporters were arrested and were to attend the local Magistrate Court on the 14th for their plea to be taken. On ascertaining information that on the plea being put to the local chief and he pleading guilty, there would be an uprising in the town and clashes with the law enforcement as well as dynamite from the nearby mines used on buildings in the area. The intent was bloodshed and a coup. My employer had a number of cases in Tavua Magistrates Court on the 14th and my junior was supposed to attend these cases. I instructed him not to go as I would go and do the cases myself as the area would be volatile on that day. This was my first task on my double promises of helping my people and being on the Lord's side in the prevention of bloodshed.

29 I did not take our normal route of taking a Board vehicle to the Luvuluvu airport flying to Nadi and traveling from there by vehicle to the Tavua Magistrate Court. Rather, I took my files in a bag and walked into the center of Suva city. After walking some distance along the Waimanu Road, I asked the Holy Spirit, "Lord, where am I going?" He replied, "Go and take Bulewa and go with him to Tavua."

30 Bulewa was a Fijian Senior Practitioner and his chamber was on the next fork of the road I was on. He had just parked his car when I arrived. I told him, "Bulewa, let us go to Tavua." He replied, "Yes, the Tui Tavua has just called me to represent them in court." We left in his car for Lautoka city where we spent the night in different hotels. On the way I had persuaded him to ensure that his clients did not plead guilty as that was the way to start the uprising.

31 On arrival in Tavua town on the 14th, I stuck close to Mr. Bulewa. The town was full of people and likewise the vicinity of the Court. We managed to persuade the Magistrate to stand the matter down without plea for further consultation with the Tui Tavua. There were a lot of people in the Chief's village including members of an ethnically based militant movement. We managed to extract the Chief from the assembled crowd and persuaded him to agree to adjournment of plea.

32 Rabuka carried out a coup on the 15th May citing the uncovering of plans of bloodshed as one of the reasons for his coup. There was no bloodshed from Tavua on the 14th to justify the coup on the 15th. Mr. Bulewa returned to Suva to become the Attorney General of the military Government while I left the Native Land Trust Board for private practice at his firm to facilitate my two promises in the field of private practice.

     
2000 Attempted Coup

33. I have not always met such success in subsequent endeavors. In 2000, a number of civilians, backed by Special Forces soldiers, took Parliament members hostage. Subsequent to negotiations with the military, the hostages were released and I acted for some of the Special Forces soldiers in having them assimilated back into the military, but otherwise without access to firearms.

34. One day a man came to me in my chambers and said there was a plan by some territorial soldiers to take over the military camp Headquarters' in Suva. I asked him, "Has God agreed to this?" I knew the answer to this was 'No' and was therefore surprised when he came back some time later to say 'Yes'. The military Headquarters was in Suva and I went to Suva to check whether there was any truth to the piece of information received by me. I found out that the word was out in the streets and I took steps to try and prevent the Special Forces soldiers from being further involved by having a reconciliatory meeting between a team of regular infantry and a team of Special Forces group headed by a team leader.

35. The meeting was unsuccessful but I specifically asked the Special Forces group leader, on a one-on-one basis, that they be not involved. While out of the country in England as Chairman of the Fiji Rugby League with the Fiji team at a World Cup meeting, somebody gave the task of cleaning firearms to Special Forces soldiers at the camp. The Special Forces soldiers attempted to take over the camp resulting in the death of two regular soldiers and a number of Special Forces soldiers killed or taken into custody.

36. One of the Regular Forces soldiers shot was very close to me. I was heart broken and went up to the military camp to see where he stood and where the shooter had stood, as well as the name of the alleged shooter. I could not do anything as I was required to forgive the shooter, and in fact shaking his hands in prison after that. Nevertheless, it was a heartbreaking moment where I had shed many tears wandering whether I could have done more. I had been misinformed on what category of soldiers was going to be involved. I had therefore not gone in depth in trying to prevent this heartbreaking event.
37. The man who had come to see me had been given immunity by the Director of  Public Prosecution on condition that he turn State witness on charges of inciting mutiny. At the centre of his involvement was a dream of a snake upon the sea and two men trying to kill it. The first man was the 1987 coup maker who was not able to kill the snake. The second was a local chief who was acquitted by the Fiji Court of Appeal because the Court that had convicted him had the appearance of bias. The man who had come to see me had tried to get his people to support Special Forces but the Chief sent specific orders that his people be not involved. I was ordered by the Court not to defend the Chief as the man had informed the Police that I would be their spokesman during the mutiny.

38. By the Lord's test of, "Ye shall know them by their fruits", the dream resulted in the man telling Special Forces soldiers that the local chief and his people would support them and telling the chief in question that soldiers of the Special Forces wanted to see him. The bloodshed that had ensued had the tell-tale handwork of those spirits that I had seen while I was a student in Wellington. They had acted while I was out of the country. I resigned from Chairmanship of the Fiji Rugby League after the World Cup tour, so that my core functions of trying to prevent bloodshed in my country would not be compromised by extra curricular activities.

2006 Coup

39.
The Military Coup of 6th December 2006 was carried out by the Commander of the Fiji Military forces, Commodore Frank Bainimarama in his removing executive powers of the President of the country. He became the President and appointed one Dr. Jona Sainilagakali to be the interim Prime Minister. Dr. Sainilagakali addressing him as President, advised that Parliament   be dissolved. Bainimarama purporting to be the President, than dissolved Parliament and put the constitutional President back on as the President, who then passed a decree ratifying the said acts and giving immunity to the military. The President then appointed Commodore Bainimarama as Interim Prime Minister.

40.
While members of Parliament were not taken hostage as had happened in 1987 and 2000, nevertheless Ministerial vehicles and office keys were removed by soldiers. Apart from two civilian deaths purportedly carried out on them while in custody, the coup was a relatively peaceful and bloodless coup. The politics of the Nation was not part of my brief and I was content to continue in my firm as a senior partner in a relatively large firm in the Western side of Fiji.

41.
However, I was to be called upon again in my role of being on the side of the Lord when on the 26th day of January, 2007 the Vice-President resigned from his position. Under Fiji's 1997 Constitution, the President would forward his nominee to the Great Council of Chiefs who would either support or not support the nomination. If supported, the nominee becomes Vice-President.

42
The President nominated the then Interim Minister for Foreign Affairs as Vice-President. The Great Council of Chiefs in their meeting of 11th and 12th April 2007 did not give their support to the nomination. Acting under direction of the Interim Prime Minister, the Interim Minister of Fijian Affairs purported to terminate the membership of all members of the Great Council of Chiefs effective from the 13th day of April 2008.

43
I was sitting in my chambers when I had a vision of an ant hill with a big foot print on top of it and an agitated soldier ant standing outside the hill. Fijian Chiefs are traditional leaders and they laid down arms on 10thOctober 1874 when they ceded the protection of their people to the British Crown. They had three types of traditional warriors called “Bati leka” or shot club warriors who acted as body guards, then “Bati balavu “or long club warriors who were the infantry and the “Batikadi” (soldier ants) who were the assassins. Though there is still evidence of the two former categories, of the last, not much is known except for utilization behind Japanese lines in the Second World war.

44.
The message was clear to me. The act of dismissing the Chiefs was the big foot on the ant hill and the agitated soldier ant was certainly not a remedy I would agree to. I therefore took steps to resolve the matter. Like, Ammon, I had won some hearts amongst our Chiefs and advised the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman of the Great Council of Chiefs in their own right "to believe in my words" (Alma 17:29) that court proceeding was the most peaceful resolution of this issue. Both Chiefs whom I had served before agreed to have the matter taken to court. That at least bound other Chiefs as a matter of comity that a legal resolution was being sought and no other form of resolution ought to be sought. 
45
Another problematic equation was that the Interim Minister for Fijian Affairs said that there was precedent in the Great Council of Chiefs  not been called for six years by Governor Im Thurn  during the Colonial period. He failed to tell the country that during those years native land had been alienated by his passing legislation that let a civil servant called 'Buli' to transfer native land. Native land was inalienable in nature as it was communally owned and entail in nature. This meant that present owner were trustees for future generations and future generations, being unborn, could not consent to alienation that would deprive them of their fee tail.

46
The Great Council of Chiefs was set up to protect first nation native interests and the dismissal of its member's left Fijians open to threat of deprivation of their lands as had occurred in Im Thurn's time. The written Deed of Cession of 1874 had limited native title to that actually occupied by natives and as needed by them for future maintenance. This would mean that they would only be entitled to their villages, gardens and burial lands.

47
This interpretation was propounded by a non native senior lawyer by teaching to Fiji Law Society members in Continuing Legal Education  the strict interpretation of the words of the Deed of Cession that would mean that forest lands now registered in native ownership should be transferred over to the State. The Fiji Law Society, under the Legal Practitioner's Act, could recommend changes to the law and the said lawyer advocated that the Society do this through a committee of three.

48
Land has always been a sensitive issue to first nation natives in Fiji and indeed this was one of the reasons for the civilian and Special Forces attempted coup of 2000. The senior lawyer failed to mention that Treaty's are to be interpreted as understood by the natives. Australia and New Zealand to whom Fiji had looked for its laws had followed North American jurisprudence on this point. The natives had verbal assurance from the British Crown in 1874 that despite the written words of the Deed, the Crown would return all forest lands to the natives. The Crown did this and rebuked Governor Im Thurn by recalling him to England in disgrace.

49
That the same interpretation was being attempted in a time when the Great Council of Chiefs could not meet was beyond coincidence. I was asked to make public statements on this which I did, knowing that the military would not be pleased with it. My co-counsel, fellow Church member Mr. Savenaca Komaisavai, who was a lawyer on the record asked me, "Will the army come after us?" I answered, "The question need not be asked. They will come after us.  My scripture is, 'A soft answer turneth away wrath.'"(Proverbs 15:1). He scratched his head at that. When we parted on that day, he shouted after me, "To whom much is given, much is expected." I recognized it as the Lord's words concerning the "good and faithful steward" (Luke 12: 42-48).

50
I smiled at that, my fight was not against the military nor the senior lawyer in question – it was against those spirits that wanted to spill blood in the land. As Paul had said to the Ephesians, "For we wrestle not against flesh and blood but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places, wherefore take unto you the whole armor of God that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day and having done all; to stand." (Ephesians 6:12-13) .We both had our chosen swords which is the word of God. My wife dreamt of soldiers and evil that night. We fasted on the following day then had a husband and wife photo together, just in case I was required for missionary wok on the other side of the veil.

51
After breaking our fast with a meal, we parted and I went back to the office to wait for the soldiers who were going to come and take me. I went to my office, picked up a letter from a land owner to the Military Commander who was now the Interim Prime Minister. I took the letter to our Board room and wandered whether he would ever hear the plea of my people. The Board room was close to the entrance by the reception area. A soldier soon arrived and asked "Vuataki?" "Yes" I replied. "Let us go up to the camp", he said. I told my clerk in the reception area where I was going, putting into play the 'soft answer' I had chosen and started to silently recite the first two lines of Psalm 23 "The Lord is my Shepard, I shall not want" as my wife was told in her dream for us to recite Psalm 23 during our times of trouble.

52
I followed the soldier to the Army vehicle parked outside. We did not head straight for the camp but diverted into the hills. There were four of them in the twin-cab in front with me while the rest were in the tarpaulin tray at the back. My cell-phone started to ring, "It is no secret what God can do. What he has done for others he will do for you." Though prohibited to answer, I remembered the wallpaper on its screen, a picture of the Lord Jesus Christ with thorns on his head. The army vehicle parked on a graveled hill on the road. I was told to crawl and roll across the gravel road while asked questions and also being taunted. My chosen 'soft answer' meant compliance.

53
I was 51 years old and like my namesake Gideon initially described in the Book of Mosiah 19: 4 as a "strong man" contending with King Noah and later described in Alma1:9 as "being stricken with many years", I was  getting breathless from the physical exertion, my mind started to put in a mental check by saying "I am too old for this" and wished it had been done in my younger years. During one of my crawls I looked to the right and saw the white outlines of a picture of the Lord stumbling with His cross. I saw him fall to the ground and I said to myself "If the Lord can crawl I also can crawl". So when the Squad leader told me "one more crawl" I replied, "Crawl or roll?". I was no longer their prisoner for I was like Paul, "A prisoner of Christ"(Ephesians 3:1), because the natural man in me would have gone for a fight rather than crawl. My early training in humility had paid off.

54
In the mean time, one of my friend's wife from off-shore had rung my wife to tell her that I had only been given "light torture". After the light torture that left a lot of bruises on my knees and elbows, as they were uncovered a balaclava was given to me to put on. Covered in balaclava, I was able to bow before our Father in Heaven to ask for forgiveness for the soldiers. They were my brothers but whether they knew we were fighting a common enemy "without flesh and blood" was another matter. Nevertheless I followed the Lord's example on the cross of his asking Heavenly Father to forgive the soldiers “for they knew not what they do” Likewise, by way of commandment as revealed to the prophet Joseph Smith that the Lord will forgive him whom he will forgive, but of us it is required to forgive all persons. (Doctrine and Covenants Section 64:10)

55
I was taken to another site and questioned further. The only worthwhile question I was asked about was my religion, which I replied to as the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. One of them asked, "You have the Book of Mormon". I told them, "Yes, it is a book about the descendents of Joseph." A cell-phone was then given to me and the squad leaders Superior swore at me over the phone. "We will kill you" he said. The Lord had shown me two days before the coup that I would live to have a lot of gray hairs on my head. Nevertheless, I begged him for mercy "for blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy." I at least wanted him to have that promise of mercy for it was he that was saying more than “Raca” to me. He had more problems than me. If he was merciful to me, the Lord would be merciful to him.
56
Taken to a third site for further questioning with soldiers taunting me, the natural man was no longer found in me that I would be provoked by such questions and taunts. I was then taken to their detention tent which was a polythene sheet material stretched over our heads under a mango tree. Two soldiers were already detained in the tent as I joined them. The balaclava was then removed from my head and I laid down between the soldiers and closed my eyes to continue to silently recite Psalm 23. It was a chilly night and I prayed to the Lord to give me the same warmth he had wrapped around me once when I had walked the chilly night of Wellington to bless a sick friend. The military policeman guarding us gave me his warm jacket which I wore in the night.

57
The soldier that came to relieve the night guard the next day told me that I would have to shift away from the sun in the afternoon as it would get hot. By late that morning a strong breeze was blowing where I was sitting and one of the ropes of the tent broke. I than knew that "Surely, goodness and mercy shall follow me all the rest of my days and I will dwell in the House of the Lord forever" (Psalm 23:6) for the Lord was giving me His wind.

The Lord's House

58 After hearing about baptism for the dead, I had always prayed that Fiji would one day have a temple. A temple was opened in Suva during the hostage crisis of 2000. but I had not kept a proper balance in my life between the practice of law and this very important aspect of my life. I had not entered the temple apart from its initial opening. I decided to go to the temple on my release. After signing some papers and being warned of consequences if I was taken into custody again I thankfully rejoined my family. My wife Titilia was inspired by the Holy Spirit to go on National Television which was breaking news at 6.00 pm when I was at the second site of questioning with balaclava over my head. She was also inspired to take our two grandchildren to the Army camp where I was incarcerated with placards for my release. My wife Titilia had been kept abreast from offshore as to matters happening right up to papers signed by me. For the first time in my life I had bruises on my elbows and knees but felt no pain at all. I was astonished and recalled one of my favorite passages from the prophet Isaiah 53:4 "Surely he hath borne our griefs and sorrows.. with his stripes we are healed"

59 I had been taken into custody at 3.00pm on Friday and was released 10.00 pm the following day. After obtaining my temple recommend I was sealed to my parents and my sister who had sent the missionaries to me in 1979 and married to my beautiful wife who had to suffer part of the difficulties I went through in 2007. The rest of the year was spent in doing temple work for my ancestors on the research carried out by my sister before she passed away.
60 The Great Council of Chiefs' cases are very simple for those who do administrative law. Members of the Council are split into three categories, those elected by the Provincial Councils, those nominated by the President and those appointed by the Minister of Fijian Affairs.  Under the Interpretation Act the power to appoint includes the power to dismiss. The issue is, whether those in the elected and nominated category can be dismissed under that power.. An interim Minister can act on grounds of necessity but within certain parameters but not to aid the usurper. Despite this simplicity the cases had been delayed by applications for transfer to another judge preferred by the interim Attorney General as well as stayed to await two pending Court of Appeal cases.

Concluding Remarks

61 Humility, knowledge of the scriptures, personal mission statements and finding a balance between a busy work schedule and requirements of the gospel make good Latter Day Saints lawyers. All these virtues qualify a Latter Day Saint lawyer to work through difficulties. As revealed by the Lord through a son to his father in February 1829 "Remember faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, brotherly kindness, godliness, charity, humility, diligence," (Doctrine and Covenants 4:6). Humility does not mean that we cannot play hard ball as litigators in Court or negotiators on deals our clients may be interested in but that is a matter for another day.
62 The Lord Jesus Christ is our Advocate before the Father mitigating on our behalf in the words recorded in Section 45:4-5. Let us in turn represent Him well as best as we can on this earth. He knows our needs as Latter Day Saint lawyers or law students Once the Fiji Law Society had contacted me to prepare a paper as one of the speakers at a Law Society Conference, where most of the speakers were from outside Fiji. My assigned topic was on 'Eminent Domain and the Destruction of Traditional Property' and my research had been completed. After  crumpling up the first four drafts of the first few paragraphs in trying to get started, the Holy Spirit said to me, "Ask God  what you should write". Bowing my head, I prayed "Father in heaven, please help me with what I should write." It was about 6:00pm and the words started tumbling down and I did not finish till it was well towards midnight. There was no need to do a second and final draft as was my usual practice.

63 When contemplating my giving the speech at the conference since I was the only local speaker, I saw I vision of me addressing on my paper. There was a hand on my right shoulder and behind me stood the Lord Jesus Christ in white robes and I was reassured and greatly humbled by this. In thinking that our Universe, only a tiny speck in the milky way, about  the circumference of a quarter coin, dropped into the North American Continent, I am very much humbled by this assistance to me as a lawyer not only that, but on many other occasions. Even at this stage when I was writing this paper, I asked the Lord, "How am I going to end this talk?" because I did not know where the Holy Spirit was taking me, as some of the matters I have revealed here are private to me and known only to me and the Lord.

64 Nothing is secular to the Lord. All things are spiritual to Him, including our work as Latter Day Saint lawyers or law students. There is a big fight on for the possession of human bodies as to whether they will be filled by the Holy Spirit or the spirits that had followed Lucifer.  Many of these souls, whether filled by the Holy Ghost or some other spirit, will come to us to seek counsel. My counsel to clients have not only been of their legal problems but also on matters of the spirit. Many have said to me that I should be a preacher. I always tell them that I graduated with a Law Degree from Victoria University and a Diploma in Bible Studies. That Diploma was from the Institute of Religion in Wellington, New Zealand. In attending to cases I have asked clients to fast and pray for their cases.  I fasted every morning from Monday to Friday when I took the Great Council of Chief’s case till one was appealed and two stayed to June 2009.
65 The old adage that action speaks louder than words is also true. Once I helped a Chinese family of three, obtain their work permits and then their citizenship. We then parted ways till one day the head of the family came to our Ward with our missionaries. I helped and one day while he was still investigating the Church, he asked to come and see me in my office. I agreed as I thought it was for a legal problem. To my surprise he asked me to baptize him as his work permit and Fiji citizenship had been through my efforts. Delighted, I agreed. He later told me that he could not stop the tears from his eyes as he traveled back to the city of Lautoka from my office in Nadi. I baptized him the following Sunday and also confirmed him as a member of the Church. His son was baptized later. When this friend left his missionary copy of the Chinese Book of Mormon, I took that missionary copy to a Chinese client whose case is going to trial in March this year. It is nice when a lawyer baptizes his client.
66 My practice of four Attorneys and twelve staff had been based in Lautoka serving a number of statutory bodies and a Bank before I acted on a vision to be involved in my core mission statement arrived at, at law school. Sixty percent of this work was lost through actions taken by those against whom I was acting. The practice was closed and I moved to the nearby town of Nadi in a three roomed office with two staff. Despite that I was still able to tell my children that I was still be "like a tree planted by the rivers of water"(Psalms 1:3). This paper had to be typed on borrowed lap top because all my computers were destroyed in flooding of Nadi town and my office on the 10th of January, 2009.

67 While my road may have been designed specifically for me, the principles remain the same. We represent the Lord Jesus Christ on this earth. As I once told one of my Junior Lawyer trainees, "Everyone that comes to us, comes with a heavy burden, and we represent the Lord in giving them rest in their problems. Their problems may be the tip of the iceberg in more deeply seated spiritual problems where our position as Latter Day Saints are more relevant than our position as lawyers. Our position as lawyers are only a ticket for us to serve them, for service is not a right but a privilege. A privilege, which in words of Ammon can lead clients and those whose lives they touch "to believe in our words".

68 At the sunset of my career I can say that I have been privileged to serve Heavenly Father's children as a lawyer and a counselor and I thank the Lord Jesus Christ for that privilege. I also acknowledge the assistance of the Holy Spirit and I am ever so thankful for the scriptures and the counsel of modern day Prophets for that privilege. My work as a Latter Day Saints lawyer is not without criticism, but I would rather try and fail, rather than fail for not trying.

……………………..end………………………..

