


The People of the Firm

community affair in Phoenix upon her eventual retirement was
quite possibly the largest event of its kind in Phoenix history.

And yet there was an absolute blackball against any female
practitioner in any substantial firm in the state. This was per-
vasive prejudice; for years Justice Lockwood could not lunch at
the Lawyers’ Club; Isaacson, as an official of that Club, was in-
strumental in eliminating these restrictions. In 1969, Lewis and
Roca determined to break the employment barrier. This was not
an easy decision, and there was acute internal tension over the
making of it. This was, indeed, a key factor in the determination
to give hiring authority to the five-person Hiring Committee at a
time when three members of the committee were McKay, Frank,
and Butler, all pro-feminists.

The subject was approached with care. McKay met Mary
Schroeder, an experienced attorney in the Civil Division of the
Department of Justice who had come to Arizona when her hus-
band became an early member of the faculty of the new law
school at Tempe. McKay placed Schroeder in his own former
post as a law clerk with state Supreme Court Justice Jesse Udall
while she fulfilled her residence requirement and qualified for
the state bar. If she succeeded there, he planned that she would
become, other than Mariana Roca, the first woman at Lewis and
Roca; and she did. Two years later she became a partner, the first
woman partner in a fair-sized firm not only in Arizona but in any
of the Rocky Mountain States.

Once the dam was broken, a trickle and then a flood followed,
not merely to the firm but to the state. The next woman was Sally
Neely, who came as a beginning associate and was at the verge of
partnership when she went to Harvard to teach. Subsequently
she has become a partner in the Los Angeles branch of a major
Chicago firm, Lewis and Roca’s corresponding attorney in that
area. Schroeder also left, going first to the state appellate court
and then to the federal coutt of appeals. But many more came
and stayed. In 1983 thete were four women partners and several
associates; in that summer, for the first time, the number of
women summer clerks outnumbered the men.
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